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former soon quarrelled with the King of Hungary and
had to leave, the latter, after making the old Dacian
province a desert in less than three years, migrated
to Russia and troubled the Balkan states no more.

The land had, indeed, rest. For a thousand years,
since the Roman legions left, it had been the prey
of one set of invaders after another. The lamp of
history sheds but little light upon the gloom of this
long period. We can see in the dim distance the
figures of the barbarians moving in length)- proces-
sion across the scene, but we cannot discern their
features or observe their gestures. From this point
we are able to see more clearly the leading actors in
the drama. With the foundation of the two princi-
palities of Moldavia and Wallachia in the thirteenth
century, a new epoch of Roumanian history begins,
Then, for the first time, the Roumanian people
attempted to establish an independent national exist-
ence. True, it was not long before the all-conquering
Turks subjected them too to the overlordship of the
Sultan. But the national sentiment, which had been
awakened, was never wholly extinguished. History
possesses few instances of a nation preserving its own
individuality so steadfastly and so long. Like those
rivers in the Balkan Peninsula, which suddenly dis-
appear beneath the mountains and as suddenly issue
forth unpolluted miles away, the Roumanian race pur-
sued for centuries a hidden course only to emerge
with undiminished vigour at the end.